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So I ask you—there’s enough brain power
and education and understanding in this
room to move Boston all the way to Washing-
ton. There’s enough energy and innovation
and creativity here. And I thank you for being
here, and I thank you for supporting us. But
tomorrow and the next day, look all your fel-
low citizens in the eye; when you drive to
work and drive home, when you walk the
streets, seek out people who are different,
who have different views. Imagine what their
lives are like.

This is a difficult time. We’re moving from
one place to another. And we need to find
our bearings. We cannot do it with division.
We cannot do it with demonization. We can-
not do it with the politics of destruction. We
cannot do it just by giving vent to frustration.
We have to build. Every time this country
has gone through a period like this, every
time, we are simply doing the work that has
been done for 200 years: We are redefining
what we have to do so that all of us can pur-
sue life, liberty, and happiness.

We should be proud that we have the
chance. We shouldn’t be deterred by mo-
mentary adversity. If we keep our eyes on
the prize, which is the human potential of
every single American, we’re going to do just
fine.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:56 p.m. at the
Park Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Alan Leventhal and Fred Seigel, fundraisers,
Democratic National Committee; Joan Menard,
chair, Massachusetts Democratic Party; Rev.
Charles Stith, who gave the invocation; Secretary
of State Bill Gawin of Massachusetts; William
Bulger, president, Massachusetts State Senate;
Charles Flaherty, speaker, Massachusetts House
of Representatives; Mayor Tom Menino of Bos-
ton, MA; Mario Cuomo, former Governor of New
York; and Ann Richards, former Governor of
Texas.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Military Leaders and an Exchange
With Reporters
February 1, 1995

Defense Budget

[The President’s remarks are joined in
progress.]

The President. ——I’m especially glad to
have this chance to be here. And a lot has
changed and a lot has happened since we
met last year. I want to get a good briefing
on the readiness issues and on the quality
of life issues that are implicit in the request
that we’re making in the defense budget.
We’ve got to maintain our preparedness;
we’ve got to maintain our readiness. I also
want to emphasize how important my supple-
mental recommendation is to the Congress.
We need to get that approved as quickly as
possible. I know it’s important to all of you.
And Secretary Perry and Deputy Secretary
Deutch talk to me about it all the time. We’re
working hard on that supplemental, and
we’re going to do our best to get it passed.

Baseball Strike
Q. Mr. President, the baseball nego-

tiators—changing the subject—[laugh-
ter]——

The President. National security. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. On a subject dear to many Americans,
after 40 days they are starting to talk again
today in Washington. And you have imposed
this February 6th deadline for some progress.
Is there anything you can do personally to
get baseball off the—to get it going again?

The President. I am doing whatever I can
do personally. But the less I say about it, the
better. We’re all working. This administra-
tion has worked hard. But I think Mr. Usery,
our mediator, should be given a chance to
work through this last process to try to come
up with an agreement between the parties.
If they don’t, I’ve urged him to put his own
suggestions on the table. We’ll just keep
working through this until we get to a—hope-
fully get to a successful conclusion.

Mexican Loan Guarantees
Q. Mr. President, what do you think about

the international response to your Mexico de-
cision so far?

The President. So far I’m encouraged. I
think it was the right thing to do, and I’m
encouraged. I hope we have another good
day today. Yesterday was very encouraging,
good for our country, good for our jobs, good
for the stability of the region.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:18 a.m. at the
Pentagon. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the National Prayer
Breakfast
February 2, 1995

Thank you, Martin Lancaster, for your in-
credible devotion to this prayer breakfast and
for all the work you have done to make it
a success. To Vice President and Mrs. Gore
and to the Members of Congress and the Su-
preme Court, the Governors, the distin-
guished leaders of previous administrations,
and of course, to all of our foreign guests
who are here and my fellow Americans: Hil-
lary and I look forward to this day every year
with much anticipation. It always gives me
new energy and new peace of mind. But
today has been a special day for me.

It’s always wonderful to see our friend
Billy Graham back here. This is the 40th of
43 prayer breakfasts he has attended. I’d say
he’s been faithful to this as he has to every-
thing else in his life, and we are all the richer
for it.

It was wonderful to be with Andy Young
again. He stayed with us last evening at the
White House, and we relived some old times
and talked about the future. None of us could
fail to be moved today by the power of his
message, the depth of his love for his won-
derful wife, who blessed so many of us with
her friendship. And I’m sure he inspired us
all.

I also want to say a special word of thanks
to my friend Janice Sjostrand for coming here
all the way from Arkansas. You know, one
of the greatest things about being Governor
of my State is I got to hear her sing about
once a month instead of once in a blue moon.
And I miss you, and I’m glad to hear you
today. Thank you.

We have heard a lot of words today of
great power. There is very little I can add
to them. But let me say that, in this age,
which the Speaker of the House is always
reminding us is the information age—an ex-
citing time; a time of personal computers,
not mainframes; a time when we are going
to be judged by how smart we work, not just
how hard we work—the power of words is

greater than ever before. So by any objective
standard the problems we face today, while
profound, are certainly not greater than they
were in the Great Depression, or in the Sec-
ond World War, or when Mr. Lincoln made
those statements when he left his home in
Illinois to become President that Governor
Engler quoted, or when George Washington
suffered defeat after defeat until, finally, we
were able to win by persistence our freedom.
No, they are not, these times, as difficult as
they are, more difficult than those.

What makes them more difficult is the
power of words, the very source of our libera-
tion, of all of our possibility and all of our
potential for growth. The communications
revolution gives words not only the power
to lift up and liberate, the power to divide
and destroy as never before—just words—
to darken our spirits and weaken our resolve,
divide our hearts. So I say, perhaps the most
important thing we should take out of Andy
Young’s wonderful message about what we
share in common is the resolve to clear our
heads and our hearts and to use our words
more to build up and unify and less to tear
down and divide.

We are here because we are all the chil-
dren of God, because we know we have all
fallen short of God’s glory, because we know
that no matter how much power we have,
we have it but for a moment. And in the
end, we can only exercise it well if we see
ourselves as servants, not sovereigns.

We see sometimes the glimmer of this
great possibility: When, after hundreds of
years, the Catholics and Protestants in North-
ern Ireland decide that it may be time to
stop killing each other; when after 27 years,
Nelson Mandela walks out of his jail cell and
a couple of years later is the President of
a free country from a free election; when we
see the miraculous reaching out across all the
obstacles in the Middle East. God must have
been telling us something when he created
the three great monotheistic religions of the
world in one little patch and then had people
fight with each other for every century after
that. Maybe we have seen the beginning of
the end of that, in spite of all the difficulty.
But it never happened unless the power of
words become instruments of elevation and
liberation.
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